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– Abstract –

The topic of the paper is an unusual panagiarion, having belonged to a private collection from Piatra Neamţ (Neamţ county) two decades ago. Its aspect differs from the well known panagiaria, formed of two little plates carved in wood, bone, ivory or even nacre, and covered in gilded silver, as well as engraved in silver or gilded silver. The panagiarion in question is a single plate, considerable bigger than usual (22,5 cm in diameter), which is painted, fact that makes it unique of its kind.

At first sight, the iconography of this panagiarion – i.e. the Virgin Blachernitissa – could have been a common theme for the medieval Romanian panagiaria, but the symbols of the evangelists representation refers to a Russian tradition of the 15th century.
The liturgical inscription around the panagiarion from Piatra Neamţ reproduces the second part of the Axion Hymn, “It is very meet to bless Thee”, which is attached to all the Virgin Blachernitissa representations on panagiaria, in relation with its ecclesiastical function.
The donation inscription, being placed on two sides of the second rhomb in the background, in which the Virgin is inscribed, provides the name of the donor – a none whose name, unfortunately partially preserved, remains unknown –, and the date of the donation: 9th of June 7121 (1613).
